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From the Corner Office
August 17, 2026

Dear Friend:

This year, our organization is celebrating 43 years of helping people who are visually
impaired and blind gain independence, build confidence, and form meaningful friendships.
| am proud to be part of this amazing Lighthouse team. Their commitment to our clients,
from the tiniest babies born blind to seniors who are just now losing their vision, makes a
tremendous impact every day.

We are excited to introduce this quarterly newsletter to share updates about Lighthouse
activities with our friends and community. Each quarter, we will highlight programs and
client successes, spotlight board and team members, share upcoming events and
recognize our dedicated partners and generous donors. Meanwhile, there is a lot going on
and we are not able to cover everything here. | encourage you to visit us on Facebook where
we share updates throughout the year.

We would love to have your feedback on this newsletter. Feel free to reach out to us
anytime with comments, suggestions, and ideas of what you would like to see more of in
future communications.

Warmly,

Becky Bennett

Chief Executive Officer

Lighthouse for the Visually Impaired and Blind
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Agency Overview

The mission of the Lighthouse is to educate, empower, and employ people who are visually
impaired and blind.

In 2025-2026, Lighthouse served approximately 1,326 people who were visually impaired
and blind, their families, professionals, businesses, and the general public. Of that total,



293 were visually impaired and blind and 86 were family members. In addition, we served 2
clients in a collaboration with Deaf & Hard of Hearing Services of Florida. Several funders
make Lighthouse programs referred to in this update possible. Many are identified in the
Grant Funding Partners section.

Pathways to Possibilities: Stronger Than She Knew
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“Looking back wasn’t easy, but moving forward changed everything.”

Six months after being diagnosed with macular degeneration, Jill is learning to navigate a
world that looks very different than it once did. At 75, she has given up driving and faces
new challenges with everyday tasks, but she refuses to let vision loss define her future.
Through Lighthouse classes, supportive family, and a determination built over a lifetime of
hard work, Jillis discovering new skills, new confidence, and new possibilities.

Read more about Jill's inspiring journey of resilience and independence in the document
called LVIB Quarterly Update Q3 2026 Linked Articles.

Pathways to Possibilities: Kinsley Takes the Lead

Video: Kinsley independently activated her bubble machine using a switch, demonstrating
growing independence and cause-and-effect learning. We're so proud of her progress!

At just 3 years old, Kinsley is making meaningful strides in Lighthouse's Early Intervention
Program.

Living with Cortical Visual Impairment (CVI), Cerebral Palsy, Epilepsy, and other complex
medical challenges, Kinsley is learning to engage with the world around her through music,
sensory experiences, adaptive technology, and play. One recent milestone demonstrates
just how far she has come.

Read more about how Kinsley is developing visual skills, communication, and
independence through purposeful play and an individualized Early Intervention Program.

Learn about Kinsley’s Success in the document called LVIB Quarterly Update Q3 2026
Linked Articles.



Board Spotlight: Frances Werner-Watkins
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Frances Werner-Watkins: A Lifetime of Service to Pasco County

Few people know Pasco County as well as Frances Werner-Watkins. A ninth-generation
Floridian, respected attorney, and dedicated community leader, Frances has spent her life
serving the community she proudly calls home. Her connection to Lighthouse became
personal when her mother benefited from Lighthouse services, inspiring her commitment
to helping others access the same lifechanging support.

Read more about Frances' remarkable journey and why she chose to serve on the
Lighthouse Board of Directors.

Meet Frances Werner-Watkins in the document called LVIB Quarterly Update Q3 2026
Linked Articles.

In the Field: Theresa Santana

Through Theresa’s compassion, expertise, and advocacy, she continues to open doors to
opportunity and empower others to live with confidence and purpose.

For 15 years, Theresa Santana has been changing lives across Hernando, Pasco, and Citrus
counties. Whether teaching assistive technology, supporting families, leading outreach
efforts, or raising awareness alongside her trusted guide dog, Fenway, Theresa has become
a familiar face of hope and encouragement for people who are visually impaired and blind.

Read more about Theresa's extraordinary journey from client to community leader and the
impact she continues to make every day, continued in the document called LVIB Quarterly
Update Q3 2026 Linked Articles.

Supportin Action: Chasco Coronation Ball
Image: the Chasco Coronation Ball logo, Friday, March 20, 2026

The 39th Annual Chasco Coronation Ball was held on March 20, 2026, at Spartan Manor,
raising more than $75,000 to support Lighthouse programs for people who are visually
impaired and blind. Congratulations to 2026 King Pithla Adam Shoemaker and Queen
Chasco Brenda Glass.



The evening featured a moving performance by Lighthouse client Nykoda Icke, along with
an inspiring presentation by Nykoda and his mom, Maraynna. Their music and story earned
a well-deserved standing ovation.

In 2027, we will celebrate a remarkable milestone—the Ball’s 40th Anniversary. This very
special evening will be unlike anything we have done before. Please save the date for
Friday, April 9, 2027.

Read more about the Ball, our 2026 royalty, and Nykoda's inspiring performance:
https://lvib.org/ball/

See a partial list of Ball Sponsors below.

Photos:
Top: 2026 King Pithla Adam Shoemaker and Queen Chasco Brenda Glass.
Middle: Nykoda on the piano.

Bottom: Former Royalty gathered at the Ball, including Joy Lane who was crowned in 1952,

Supportin Action: 2026 Statewide Teen Prom

Image: Celebrating the moment: Prom King Calvin and Queen Keyra with the 2026 Chasco
Coronation Ball Royals, Adam Shoemaker and Brenda Glass.

On May 16, 2026, nearly seventy teens who are visually impaired and blind from six
Lighthouse organizations came together for an unforgettable night at the 2026 Prom.

“An Evening in the Enchanted Grove,” hosted by the Lighthouse for the Visually Impaired
and Blind, was a magical evening. From the moment the doors opened, the energy was
unmistakable. Friends reunited quickly as laughter, music, and excitement filled the room.
Soon the dance floor became the focal point, and there was no hesitation— everyone
jumped up to sing and dance.

Later in the evening, the teens gathered for the crowning of the King and Queen. The room
bubbled with anticipation, and cheers erupted as the names were announced.
Congratulations to our 2026 Prom King and Queen, Calvin and Keyra.

Visit our Prom Page to see photos from this special night and learn about our prom
supporters: https://lvib.org/annual-teen-prom/.


https://lvib.org/ball/
https://lvib.org/annual-teen-prom/

Upcoming Events

The upcoming 40th Annual Chasco Coronation Ball marks a landmark milestone for
Lighthouse as we celebrate four decades of community support, tradition, and impact. As
our premier fundraising event, the Ball plays a vital role in advancing our mission, and our
dedicated Ball Committee is planning a memorable evening of elegance, celebration, and
gratitude. We look forward to welcoming returning supporters and new friends as we
commemorate this special anniversary.

Other exciting events during the 2026-27 year include the 3rd Annual Bowling in the Dark,
and White Cane Awareness Days. Together, these signature events raise awareness,
celebrate achievement, and support programs that empower people who are visually
impaired and blind to live independently and confidently. While plans are still being
finalized, we encourage you to reach out to learn more about these events and explore
sponsorship opportunities.

Links: https://lvib.org/ball/
https://lvib.org/bowling-in-the-dark/

https://lvib.org/programs/white-cane-walk-for-independence/

With Gratitude

Lighthouse programs and services are provided at no cost, thanks to the Florida Division of
Blind Services, our donors, and our volunteers. Throughout the year, our donors and
volunteers have responded to requests for support by providing funds and gifts-in-kind,
attending our fundraisers, and volunteering.

Below is a partial list of grant funders for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026. Thank you to
everyone for helping us meet our mission.

Grant Funding Partners

Together, our grant funding partners help make independence, opportunity, and inclusion
possible. We are proud to recognize these organizations for their commitment to expanding
services and creating brighter futures for people who are visually impaired and blind
throughout our community.

Image: Slide with partner logos
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Lighthouse Funding & Grant Partners (accessible version):

Gary Blackwell Charitable Foundation
Bungie Foundation

Community Service Council of West Pasco
Florida Department of Transportation
Florida Division of Blind Services

Harper Family Charitable Foundation
Inspiration Foundation

Nativity Lutheran Church (David and Dorothy Trompeter Endowment Fund)
Pasco County Community

Development (CDBG Funding)

Publix Super Markets Charities

SECO Energy Foundation

Suncoast Credit Union Foundation

United Way of Hernando County

United Way of Pasco County

Sponsors and Donations

39th Annual Chasco Coronation Ball Premium Sponsors

Rotary Club of New Port Richey Pasco Aging Network
Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices of Florida Property Group,
Association Division

Synovus/Globalt Investments

Roe Insurance

Morton Plant North Bay Hospital

Dr. Gerald Robbins Family Foundation

Farrell Electric and Solar

The Bank of Tampa

McPherson & Thompson, P.A.

SouthState Bank

SteamWorks Pub/Enchanted to Help

Rich and Connie Williams

Burkett ACE Hardware



e |nternal Medicine MD

To view all Ball sponsors, Nominees, Silent Auction Donors, and to learn about our 2026
King Pithla and Queen Chasco, visit our website: https://lvib.org/ball/.

Monetary Donations - January to June 2026

Memorials and Honorariums

e Garry and Mrs. Lorrie Reckamp, in memory of Deborah Rae Clendenin
e Mary Weisp-Fenning, in memory of Alan Lako

e Barbara Stoll, in memory of James N. Stoll

e Krista and Stephen Dillon, in honor of Carolyn Meyer

Friends of the Lighthouse

e Kevin Fairchild
e John and Debbie Mann

Other Monetary Donors $100+

Recognition will be given to all donors in our upcoming Annual Report.

e Arlisa's Events, LLC

e Betty Barber

e Becky Bennett Norm Carlson

e Chick-fil-A Odessa

e Chick-fil-A Spring Hill

e Angel Cook

e Kay Davison

e Patricia Deremer

e DexlImaging

e Ruth Ann Duda, Shapley Red Hatters

e Carol Duperry

e Cindy and Mark Ewald Paul and Katie Firmani
e First United Methodist Church of Hudson
e First United Methodist

e Church of Zephyrhills

e Shawn Foster, Sunrise Consulting Group
e Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie #4372


https://lvib.org/ball/

Paul and Pamela Friedlander

John Gilliss, Friendly KIA

Fannie Gasparik

Janine Goluba
Hernando/Citrus/Pasco Ladies Social Group
High Point Lions Club
Hudson-Bayonet Point Lions Foundation
Scott Jochum

Judy Kennedy

Judith Koutsos

Tish Kunath

Kayla Kuni

Law Office of Philips & Raaymakers
The Lions Club of Greater Zephyrhills
Jamie and Rod Mick

Misfits of Tampa Bay Car Club

Cindi and Jay Morecraft

Michel Morin

Tanya Murphy

Nichols One

Pasco County Tax Collector New Port Richey
PayPal Charitable Giving Fund
Periodontal Therapy Center

Photos by J. David

Vincent Sylvia Titone Foundation
Shah Foundation

Spartan Manor

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Tri-State Club of

Wellington at Seven Hills

Suzanne Wakefield

John Wheeler

Delores Wright



Volunteers

In the fiscal year ending June 30, 2026, 167 volunteers provided 2,947 hours of service to
help us carry out our mission. Thank you to all our volunteers, including our Board of

Directors.

Link: https://lvib.org/about-us/board-of-directors/

Volunteers perform a wide range of functions that include:

Clerks for admin, updating database, and fundraising

Children & Teens Program Assistants for activities and field trips
Committee Members

Event Helpers

Visit our website to learn more about volunteering: https://lvib.org/volunteer/

Become a Mission Maker

Your generous support helps LVIB provide programs and services that empower people

who are visually impaired and blind to live independently and achieve their goals.

You can make a donation in any of the following ways:

Text the word BLIND to 41444

Donate online through GiveSmart
https://fundraise.givesmart.com/f/3e9b/n?vid=1re2rz or Square
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/DRYYJ33PXBCEW/checkout/QXYKVART37BZ
AIGICAKKZAP2 .

Mail or drop off a check at either the New Port Richey or

Brooksville Lighthouse. Please make checks payable to “Lighthouse for the Visually
Impaired and Blind.”

Drop off a cash donation or make a credit card payment at the New Port Richey or
Brooksville Lighthouse.

Callthe New Port Richey office at 727-815-0303 (Monday- Thursday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00
p.m.) to make a credit card donation by phone.

Host a Facebook Birthday Fundraiser. For help setting up a fundraiser, send us an
email at lighthouse@lvib.org.

Every gift makes a difference and helps create opportunities for people who are
visually impaired and blind throughout our community.
Other Ways to Give

o Lighthouse Wish List: https://lvib.org/programs/lighthouse-wish-list/
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Shop LVIB: https://lvib.org/programs/lvib-stores/

Lighthouse Legacy Society: https://lvib.org/programs/legacy/
Friends of the Lighthouse Annual Giving Program:
https://lvib.org/programs/friends/

e Jointhe Team
o Employment: https://lvib.org/join-the-team/
o Volunteer: https://lvib.org/volunteer/

e Help Raise Awareness
o Schedule an LVIB Speaker: pporter@lvib.org
e |nvestinIndependence
o Ifyou can help with volunteer work placements, refer us to grants for
programs, or donate silent auction items for events, email us today at
lighthouse®@lvib.org.

Other Announcements

LVIB Shipping Services: https://lvib.org/programs/employment-program/#shipping
Discover the Lighthouse — call to schedule a tour: Pasco 727-815-0303, Hernando
Citrus: 352-754-1132

o HotTopics, Support Groups & Book Club: https://lvib.org/dropins-support-group-
book-club/

o Donate your old phone to help people who are visually impaired and blind:
tsantana@lvib.org

We hope you enjoyed our first LVIB Quarterly Update. Please share it with friends and
colleagues or forward our Lighthouse Agency Brochure.

Link: http://lvib.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/LVIB-Brochure-for-the-web.pdf

Nearly 29,000 people who are visually impaired and blind live in Pasco, Hernando, and
Citrus counties, yet many are unaware of services that can help them live more
independently. By sharing information about LVIB, you will be helping us reach them.

To close, we'd like to share a few client comments that highlight the difference
Lighthouse—and supporters like you—make every single day. Enjoy!
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Our Clients Say

Orientation & Mobility and Assistive Technology

o “The service was very helpful; all the explanations were clear and easy to
understand and remember.” — William G.

Independent Living Skills and Low Vision Training

o “The services Lighthouse provides are very helpful and | recommend a lot of people
to the service.” — Mariam S.

Adjustment to Vision Loss

o “Itwas great to meet people who have the same problems. Great to learn things to
make life easier.” — Carol S.

A COPY OF THE LIGHTHOUSE’S OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION
MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE FLORIDA DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING
TOLL-FREE 1-800-435-7352 OR BY VISITING Check-a-Charity at
https://csapp.fdacs.gov/CSPublicApp/CheckACharity/CheckACharity.aspx ON THE
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES’ WEBSITE.
LIGHTHOUSE FOR THE VISUALLY IMPAIRED AND BLIND, INC. IS REGISTERED UNDER
CH662. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

Lighthouse for the Visually Impaired and Blind -
9130 Ridge Road

New Port Richey, Florida 34654
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